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have served God so badly until now.” This was an
act of humility on the part of that woman, for she is
an excellent Christian. Another, who was asked
whether she loved God and prayer more than life,
replied that she did. ‘‘ For,” said she, ‘‘ if any one
should wish to kill me, or make me abandon prayer,
I would say: ‘ Kill me; it will be better for me,—1I
shall go to Heaven.’”’

It happened on three or four different occasions,
while the Father was instructing the savages in our
Chapel, that [207] an alarm was given, as if the Iro-
quois had made their appearance. The Father went
out to see what it was, and his hearers remained,
attentively repeating what they had just been taught,
without even looking out, and quietly awaited the
return of their Master.

They have such an abhorrence for their former
sorceries that, when a Christian who was sick began
to sing in his dreams during the night, the others
who heard him awoke him at once, telling him that
he did wrong to obey the Devil.

A young man beat his wife, on account of some
act of disobedience and made blood flow from her
nose; Father Buteux was told of it, and sent for him.
He replied that he must wait until he had atoned for
his fault, which he would do on the following morn-
ing, as soon as daylight should appear, for it was
then too late to do so. Indeed, he went to confes-
sion very early in the morning on the following day,
and offered to submit to a public penance, and to be
publicly whipped or beaten with a stick by the hands
of the French, whom he had scandalized by that
deed. He escaped more easily than that, and [208]
became reconciled with his wife in a Christianlike



